
CON Annotated Constructive Speech

We stand CON on the resolution Resolved: The benefits of using 
artificial intelligence outweigh the harms. 

[Definition]: John McCarthy, a professor of computer science at 
Stanford, defines artificial intelligence as the science of making 
intelligent machines, especially using computers to understand or 
act like humans do. An intelligent machine uses computational 

ability to look toward the future and achieve goals.
1 

[Framework]: Given the wording of the resolution, the debate 
should be about the consequences of Artificial Intelligence. This 
means that we are not debating about AI in theory or if the idea of 
AI would be a good one; rather, we care about the implications of 
it. Thus, if the CON proves that there is reasonable chance that the 
consequences or possible impacts are too harmful then we win the 
round. 

[Contention 1]: Our first contention is about losses of information 
and hacking. Hackers or the AI systems alone will be able to 
misuse AI to cause havoc or destroy information. 

According to Health Research Funding, AI poses a common issue 
in that information can be lost due to machine damage. As AI 
infiltrates different aspects of our lives, we will become dependent 
on the machines and will heavily rely on them to maintain our 

information.
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things that AI machines can be used for, they can equally if not 
worse be used for ill purposes. For instance, if banks become 
heavily reliant on AI, a cyber-attack could dramatically impact the 
economy. During a security conference in Las Vegas, USA, it was 
proven that AI systems can be used to exploit vulnerabilities of 
machines, proving how easily hack-able government systems are. 

Max Tegmark, the president of the Future of Life Institute and 
professor of physics at MIT, argues that one of the main problems 
of artificial intelligence is that it may have goals that are different 
from that of the creators. In other words, the machines would not 
turn evil, but their goals would go against that of humans, causing 

misuse.
3 

This could lead to dangerous issues in which AI can 
cause grave mistakes, or even deaths. The task of an AI is to 
accomplish a goal, which does not imply how it accomplishes the 
goal. Another example of an AI system that is charged with 
completing a geo-engineering project, but as a side-effect, the AI 
system drastically harms the environment. 

Thus, for all the good that AI does, it can lead to very negative 
outcomes, and it is these implications that we should consider 
under our framework. 

[Contention 2]: Our second contention is job loss. The 
development of Artificial Intelligence will destroy jobs. 

According to CNN Money, In the US alone, 38% of jobs are at 

risk of being replaced by automation.
4 

This is assuming the only 
automation is occurring are simple robots like kiosk machines; 
however, artificial intelligence would then replace more skilled 
jobs, causing the number to increase from 38%. While automation 
and AI creates new opportunities for work, automation destroys 
jobs faster than it creates them. For instance, while the tech 
industry has 6.7 million jobs, automation will take over anywhere 
from 2.2 to 3.1 million jobs in the truck driving industry alone. 

Warrant with source 
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Even if automation increases quality of life, people will not be 
able to provide for themselves and their families without a job. 
According to Stephan Simpson, a freelance financial writer, 
investor, and consultant, unemployment currently costs the 
government $2.96 billion for unemployment benefits, and it also 
affects companies, since the welfare system is predominately 

financed by taxes on businesses.
5 

The PRO will likely say that automation will help decrease terrible 
working conditions, and they are correct. Automation will help 
alleviate these conditions by completely getting rid of these jobs. 
For instance, low-paying factory jobs will be replaced by 
automation. This occurred in the auto industry, and now robots 
make 80% of all car parts. One of the errors that the PRO makes is 
assuming that the people who lose their jobs will be able to take 
on new jobs. This is a significant problem that is caused by AI 

[Contention 3]: Our third contention is AI Arms Race. By 
developing AI, an military technological race will happen much 
like the nuclear arms race of the past. 

Carl Shulman, who is a part of the Singularity Institute of 
Artificial Intelligence, argues that when one country increases 
their AI technology, other nations will perceive this as a threat. 
This is what happened with nuclear weapons. When countries 
begin to develop nuclear weapons, regardless of their intentions, 
other nations quickly perceived it as a threat. This was seen during 
the Cold War when the United States and the Soviet Union both 
perceived the other nation as a threat because of their military 
technologies. This caused both nations to heavily invest in their 
nuclear programs, such as the Manhattan Project. Similarly, 
Shulman argues that an “AI Manhattan Project” would occur in 
which nations would develop technology that hacks, destroys, and 
kills the enemy. 

This shows that AI can 
increase inefficiency 
because there will be 
greater spending on things 
like unemployment. 
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The only way to avoid this AI Arms Race is if we slowed down 
our advances in AI and closely monitored the development of the 
system. 

Shulman goes on to also argue that we must pay a special focus on 
this risk since it poses the death of all humanity. It does not matter 
if the PRO proves that they may help alleviate poverty or solve the 
economic inequality if the world is destroyed. Shulman says, 
“even a catastrophic nuclear war or engineered pandemic that 
killed billions would still likely allow survivors to eventually 
rebuild human civilization, while AIs killing billions would likely 
not leave survivors.” This is a possible risk of AI that cannot be 
ignored.  

For these reasons, we urge a CON ballot. 

Impact
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